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Why age isn’t a barrier when it comes to

entrepreneurial success

Jimmy Choo founded his eponymous shoe company at the age of 47 before his creations graced the feet of Princess Diana.
Entrepreneurial expert Alan Manly investigates why age is just a number in the game of entrepreneurship

That agelessness also applies to entrepreneurial dreamers
reotype of an entrepreneur Is someone voung — that somehow you must be under 40 to break new eround or
oncepts. It is a glari wample of ag i tice.

Ageism is defined as mination against persons of a certain age group’. While many voung people rightly complain of
in employment, the definition of ageism continues as ‘a tendency to regard older persons as debilitated, unworthy of
attention, or unsuitable for employment’.

However, emplovability is not the same as entrepreneurial ability. So, it begs the question...

[s age a barrier to entrepreneurial success?
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We're getting older

hat we are living longer.
83 vears: 80.9 vears for males and 85 vears for females. The country also consistently ranks
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Reduced barriers to entry

Barriers to entrv for entrepreneurs have reduced significantly in recent vears, regardless of age

Once upon a time, entrepreneurs needed considerable capital to launch any startup. An office or other premises was considered
essential - le investment for any fledgling business.

Now; the need for an office has been removed: it is not only p le but widely accepted to hold meetings at a trendy cafe. The
home office has it all: a mobile and an internet connection to your website. No need for landlines and a reasonable office to look

The COVID-induced click and collect has dehumanised service and the prejudices that go with appearance. A nice online voice
is almost ageless. Yet older entrepreneurs have the benefit of experience relating to a wider range of potential customers.
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app users are aged under 35, according to Appfigures.
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Entrepreneurship at any age
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